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; OVERLAND, Mo. (AP) — 
Flames were brought under 
control again Friday after con- 
suming millions : of service 
records in a two-day fire on the 
• top floor of the Military Person- 
nel Records Center, fire offi- 
cials, said. 

More than 200 St. Louis Coun- 
ty firemen battled the blaze 
which started Wednesday night 
and flared again late Thursday 
at the two-block-long building 
that houses the files of 56 mil- 
lion servicemen. ■ 

“I believe we have it whipped 
• now," said one A fire ; fighter. 

Embers smouldered even 
though the flames were out and 
firemen said they would contin- 
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packed paper and the 1,800- 
square-foot area in which it had 
to bum contributed to the 
length, of the fire, officials said. 

| - v Six i firefighters were treated 
at hospitals for smoke in- 
halation or minor injuries and 
as many as 20 suffered heat ex- 
haustion. 

; The Federal Bureau of Inves- 


.The sixth floqr houses, about 
% million Army and. Air Forc e . 
Jcords, most of which i were 
lieved' destroyed. The. center 
the only depository for files 
[on men and women from all 
[branches of, the service but 
r.most of those affected , were 
nre-1960 files. 


Navy rqbords are stored on 
the fifth floor and government 
officials feared they >)vould be 
badly damaged by heat, smoke 
and water. 

The fashion in Which the 
records were packed, some in 
boxes and others on 1 open 
shelves,; helped fuel the flames. 

The General Services Admin- 
istration, which operates the 
million-suare-foot . . building; 
.said it would be early next 
week before a cost estimate 
could be placed on damages. 

;Some of the burned records* 
although not duplicated else- 1 
where, could be reconstructed 
if needed through documents 
such as ’ discharge paj>ers, a 
GSA official said. 

* Donald E. Johnson, Veterans 
Administration director,! said in 
Washington the fire would have 
no impact on 13 million veter- 
ans and their dependents re- j 
ceiving VA benefits. 


